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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To reduce the cost of a high voltage unit on a device main body 
side in the case of forming various images by impressing a pulsating voltage 
consisting of. specified AC voltage and DC voltage on a contact electrostatic 
charging means and electrostatically charging an image carrier. 

CONSTITUTION: An electrostatic charging roller 11, a developing device 12, 
and a cleaning device 13 are disposed around a photosensitive drum 10 and 
attachably/detachably disposed in the device main body 1 as a process cartridge 
14. The impressed voltage on the roller 11 is formed of the pulsating voltage 
obtained by superposing the AC voltage having a specified voltage between 
rollers on the DC voltage to obtain an electrostatic charging potential to the 
photosensitive drum 10, and a detection means for discriminating the kind of 
the process cartridge 14 is provided on the device main body 1 side. Based on 
a signal from the detection means, the impressed DC voltage is changed 
according to the developing characteristic. Thus, the cost of the high voltage 
unit is prevented from increasing and the various types of images are formed at 
low cost. 
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